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Presbyterian church of England, ‘ 
Wolverhampton, 1l,Merridale Rd, 


Rngland. Wolverhampton. 
, March 30th 1937, 


Dear Mr Robinson, 


Thank you for the favour of a reply to my 
letter of March 9th, your cheque for five dollars, and your 
expression of concern that there should be misunderstanding 
over the question of payment for my articles published in 
"The Presbyterianxa" 

I certainly expected payment when I forwarded 
them to you and more so when you expressed your pleasure at 
receiving them and did not indicate that payment was not made, 

I had received very generous payment for articles 
in the now defunct "’resbyterian Magazine" and the "Homiletic 
Review", Payment is therefore made in religious journalism 
both in the States and in this country and we generally assume 
that unless it is stated otherwise then payment at the usual 
rates will be paid, 

You published two full length articles of mine 
last year and in response to your request I forwarded a 200 
word cable of the Assembly proceedings. In compiling this I 
had the assistance of an expert educationalist for a whole 


afternoon in Manchester last May. The remuneration which 
you offer for the work does not cover cost of typing the 
articles, 


You have been extremely courtous ,and American 

editors have a reputation of no mean worth in this country 
especially in religious journalism. I am therefore anxious 
to understand the reason for the present misunderstanding. 

On the rates for which I have been paid for this 
class of work I should have received from you something like 
thrity five dollars. 

I am giving my life to witnessing, but that life must 
be sustained in some way either by Stipend or other remuner- 
ation. If writing cannot supply the necessary Funds then I must 


\\ 4 seek an increase of stipend or some remunertive work of another 
> ae kind. Surely, we are not going to say in these days that 
ee sound business principles and economic considerations are 
ae beneath the dignity of the ministry or derogatory to the spirit 
L ESS of our Master, A religious journal run on business lines, 


and with payment to sustain the continual witness to Christ 

through the press,should not be an offence to Christian conscience, 
What dogs successful business men like Mr Samuel Robinson 

say to this kind of thing ? Are these business men unwilling to 

apply the same principles in serving Christ as they use in business 

It would be interesting to hear what Mr Robinson has to Say about i 

Do please reconsider the matter. I am returning the inadequa 
cheque, I should be glad of the return of the remaining 


articles, taihetiial ts ahas ese es PS adequate payment, 
’ 
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April 7,1937. 
My dear Nir eStubbs:— | ee one 


a ee sorty that we are poe taking gnoe 
to the extent of your expectations. Following the. 
business principles of a great Christian business man 
of our land, Mr.John Wanamaker, I.am personally dis- ike 
posed to follow his dictum: 'the customer is right’, 
ie¢. Satisfy him at all costs. Your good will aud 
confidence is° worth more that thirty five dollars. 


| The Presbyterian. Magaxine you ‘mention 
is indeed defunct. It ran our General Assembly into — 
an annual deficit of about $50, 0006 Feo phe would not 
take phy Lad 
| Payment for articles among ‘religious 
journals foarxuxkinies ‘at the usual | hodeee ts boa | 
nothing, so far as I KO We oa a 


Your eorrenpand ant,” who ‘oe. Rattor. of 


THE PRESBYTERIAN receives no salary, none of our regular ne 


weekly correspondents receive any. We do not pay for | 
articles from occasional contributors, as a rule. 1. 
have upon rare occasions sent a small “honorarium, — a 
once to a man in Ital¥y, once to a professional © eee 
= eee Wilson, because A asked aann be etioless 


, yoy os Jove principle. ttue wor onan is worthy of 
his hire is Biblical and correct. It will be a pleasure 
to lay your letter before our board of directors aid oh 
get, as hae Says the reactions of Christ ian Dust nese | men » 


| Our. aifterence is simply tule’ you are “ayes 
Geountas’ (quite properly) that your good work should Seine” 
a fair return, whereas I have beeame accustomed to the ee 
idea that writing done for religious jourmals is never  — 
paid for. Possibly the wrld of religious journalism would — 
prosper better if it took a ‘stronger hold on otherwise — 
commonly accepted and thoroughly Seriptural principles | 
of economics as well as tone Nigel eas Latte ait 
in other fields. | 


Ado Sega arid: i ane ‘lee. ita. oe x believe 
we “WAL come, out all right. in this matter. — : 


: Yours sincerely, ey ae 
‘The Rev. ii,2eStabds. Te aha eae ok ea 
al ORY Abie Stewart M.Robinson = 


